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By JESSIE DELL
Historian Quartermaster Corps United

States Army

7

1IU big army transport
with Us solemn cargo
slowly and majestically
steams up New York
harbor Into the historic
Hudson and homo is
again reached I

It is the Cambrnl
bringing home more than
a thousand soldier dend
With her arrival the

bolemn duty of the quartermaster
corps of the United States army of
bringing home the soldier dead nears
completion More than 41000 have
boon returned for burial In their home-
land

¬

About 32000 will sleep forever
owrseas according to tho wish of
their next of kin

And this Is tl way of their coming
homo of those who are to sleep for ¬

ever In their homeland
Injlng its tribute of honor to the

memory of these heroes who arc near
lug the end of the last Journey
the Flag floats half masted from New
forks great buildings from vessels In
the harbor As the slip moors at the
pier In Iloboken she Is met by the
military guard of honor two com ¬

panies of the famous Thirteenth Unit¬

ed Stntes Infantry nnd by all officers
and civilians on duty In the graves
registration ofllces In Iloboken

Hundreds of selected men under tho
personal supervision of our officers
nnd soldleis commence the work of
Temovlng the bodies from the ship and
conveying them by means of electric
trucks to the designated places on
Tho Pier of the Dead A flag Is then

draped over each one nnd stays there
until the coffin Is lowered Into Its
llnal grave when the emblem Is re¬

moved nnd given to the relntlves
As soon ns the bodies aro at rest

on Tho Tier of the Dead the name
of each is listed Then a telegram Is
sent by tho quartermaster corps offi
cer In charge nt Iloboken to the nenr
est of kin announcing tho arrival of
the body and requesting a reply con-
firming

¬

tho shipping instructions pre
lously given to that office When this

Is recelvlid at Iloboken acknowledg ¬

ment Is promptly made by mall
If on the other hand no reply Is

received to tho first telegram n sec ¬

ond one Is sent nnd If within a reason-
able

¬

tlmo no reply comes the failure
is Immediately telegraphed to the
cemeterlal division at Washington
for their help In locating relntlves
After all attempts of the cemeterlal
division are futile the Iloboken ofllce
Is directed to have the body sent toJ
Washington for Interment In the Ar-
lington

¬

National cemetery Fortunate-
ly

¬

but few of such cases have oc-

curred
¬

The officer In charge at Iloboken
In addition to his other duties co-
operates

¬

with the committees repre-
senting

¬

the American Legion the
Veterans of Foreign Wars and other
patriotic organizations In arranging
memorial services to be held for the
dead arriving on each transport

These ceremonies are most Impres
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sive Tho military guard of honor
stands ut attention ns distinguished
men eulogize the dead The President
of the United Stntesjphe secretary of
war nnd other memgers of tho cab-
inet

¬

committees of congress the chief
of staff and other general officers as
well as thousands of relntlves nnd
friends have attended these memorial
ceremonies

Relatives from every state In the
Union even from far away Alnska
li uo come to Iloboken to meet their
boys on The Pier of tho Dead

As soon as possible after notifying
relatives of the return of n body prep-
arations

¬

nre made for shipment to its
final destination A telegram goes
from tho transportation division of tho
Iloboken office to the nearest bf kin
advising of the departure of tho body
from Iloboken the hour duo for ar¬

rival and the railroad by which It Is
sent When no relative or authorized
friend comes to receive and accom ¬

pany the body to Its destination It Is
placed In charge of a military escort
who retnnln ns guard until tho destina ¬

tion Is reached and the body Is formal ¬

ly turned over to tho family
Another matter given enreful atten-

tion
¬

Is In providing the escort to ac
company the body home One soldier
Is selected who can speak the language
of the family to whom he Is tnklng It
It Is the duty of this military escort
to obtain tho written receipt for the
body and the burial certificate Thcso
records are exceedingly Important nnd
are carefully preserved In tho ceme
terlal division because the war risk
bureau calls on the division for cer-
tification

¬

that tho funeral has taken
place nnd on these records depends
the authority for that bureau to re-
imburse

¬

relatives for funeral expenses
Incurred by them It Is to be noted
that the quartermnster corps bears nil
expenses up to the point of turning
over tho body to the nearest of kin
at Its final destination

Sometimes many bodies nre to be
sent to the same city In these coses n
special train is provided for the pur ¬

pose nnd n military escort for each
car Again It may be that trains leav
ing Iloboken curry muny bodies whoso
destinations nre In severnl stntes In
such cases bodies nre segregated ac ¬

cording to state and placed In cars
which will convey them to tho dis-
tribution

¬

point for thnt state
There are sixteen of these dlstribu- -

tlon points Atlanta On Arlington
Vn Cheyenne Wyo Chicago 111

Columbia S O Columbus O De-
troit

¬

Mich El Paso Tex Little
Rock Ark Louisville Ky Omaha
Neb Portland Ore San Antonio
Tex San Francisco Cal St Paul
Minn nnd Washington D C At the
railroad station at each of these
points the cemeterlnl division has Its
representative who keep In closo
touch with tho nearest army post or
camp frpra whjch a detail of soldiers
for escort is provided to receive the
trains bearing the dead

From this point each body has its
military escort nnd if requested fir ¬

ing squads nre furnished for the
funeral provided It can be arranged
without too great cost of transports- -
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tlon to the government or without In-

terfering with the duties of the men
composing the firing squad

During the past year there hnvu
been 2304 of onr overseas dead In-

terred In beautiful Arlington National
cemetery

Telegrams announcing the date on
which Interments will take place In
Arlington are sent to relatives by the
chief of the cemeterlal division who
further advises that should they at-

tend
¬

tho funeral ceremonies nnd
should they so desire nil Information
and assistance concerning hotel nccoin
modntion nnd transportation to Arling-
ton

¬

will be given them by the Travel ¬

ers Aid society representatives who
arc on duty In the Union stntlon in
Washington

Tho splendid efficient nnd sympa-
thetic

¬

assistance of this society has
been a blessing to the relntlves of tho
dead

The District of Columbia chapter of
the lied Cross nt their headquarters
on Jackson i qunre receive all tho

relatives and friends who
come to nttend these services nnd
on Mondays and Thursdays special
luncheons nto served for them They
nlso provide motorbus transportation
to Arlington cemetery nnd return

Tho Interest of the Ited Cross does
not stop there for It has made special
arrangement with the quartet master
genernl nnd the cemeterlal division to
have largo canvas tents pitched nt or
near the places where the burials take
place Severnl women representing
tho lied Cross ore nlwnys In theso
tents to receive tho relntlves and
friends nnd to make them comfort-
able

¬

or to let them rest until the hour
arrives for the services which Is an-

nounced
¬

by the measured tread of tho
military companies detailed for this
duty from the command nt Fort Myer

The detnll with Its band Its buglers
nnd lti thing squad Is always accom ¬

panied by nt least two chaplains one
Protestant and the other Roman
Cnthollc and when necessary n Rnbbl
Is there to conduct the last rites

Another touching Incident connected
with theso funerals Is the dropping of
flowers In each grave as the final
prayers ore said This loving act Is
performed by representatives of the
War Mothers who never fall to be
present when Arlington Is receiving
its overseas dead

As we hear the sweetly doleful
notes of the band and listen to the
soft spoken words of the chaplain fol-
lowed

¬

by the musketry salute wo feel
a thrill of solemn pride u realization
that In hours of need our country
has ever had Its full quota of the
bravo and heroic

Tho bugler now steps up to the
grave and as the notes of his trumpet
echo amongst the hills and trees
through our thoughts pass the words
of Taps

Fades the Ueht
And afar
Coeth day
Cometh night
And V star
I eadeth all
Speedeth all
To their rest

And thus ends the last Journey
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WARNINGJ Say Baydr when yotibuyAspIrirfr
Unless you see the name Bayer on tablets ybuare --

not getting genuine Aspirin prescribed- - by physicians
over 22 years and proved safe by millions for J

Headache Colds Rheumatism
Toothache Neuralgia Neuritis
Earache Lumbago Pain- - Pain

Accept only Bayer package which containVproper directions
Handy Bayer boxes of 12 tablets Also bottles of 24 and 100 Druggists
Aiplxln t tht tola mark of Btjer Utaofachu of MnoaMtletetOMter ot SaUcjUcaeU

Consistency may be n Jewel but h
girt prefers a solitaire
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They are

Good

spinn

No man is qultd ns good as ho
thinks his sou-ln-la- should be

W
cigarettes
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Buy this Cigarette and Save Money

EXCURSIONS TO

WESTERN CANADA
Round Trip for Single Fare

Pins Two Dollars
Good First and Third Tuesdays in Each Month

A splendid opportunity is now offered those who
desire to make a trip of inspection to look over

Western Canadas Farming Possibilities
Recent advances In the price of farm products and the possibility of

further increases will warrant an increase in the price of Western Canada
Farm Lands now exceptionally low considering their producing value

The depression is now over and normal times are at hand Western
Canada came through the late trying period with a stout heart and a pre
paredness to take advantage of the better times that we are approaching

To take advantage of the low rates now in force and for other
information apply to

F H HEWITT 2012 Main St Kansas City Mo
Authorized Canadian Government Agent

Theres a man in this town who sells KEY OVERALLS
Ask him to show you a salt Extra quality Batttr workmanship Costs

Km per day to wr tnam uuy warn u way
ejont glva full sattaUcUon taka tham Mclc and

gat your monay back or a new pair rraal
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